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Nursling & Rownhams,

It always pleases me when our Beavers and Cubs take part in District events as they foster the
realisation that Scouting is larger than our own Group. When the young people reach their mid-
teens they will have opportunity to meet Scouts from around the world, for example at the
International Scout Centre in Switzerland or maybe at a jamboree, but meeting ones from the
Romsey area is where it starts. In the past month the District team organised a trip for the
Beavers to the pantomime at the Plaza, then a post-Christmas party. At the Plaza they saw
Puss in Boots and were made very welcome — even being invited to join the cast on stage at the
end. Meanwhile the Cubs had a District campfire and also participated in the annual District
chess competition.

As | predicted in the last edition, the spring term programmes
are now well under way, with more going on than | have
space to write about. Amongst other things both Beaver
Colonies have been learning about fire safety and basic first
aid; one of the Cub Packs had a (planned!) visit from a police
squad car, together with a talk by a PCSO. In the other pack
the teaching of basic cooking skills led to the production of
very passable spaghetti bolognaise.

Scouts and Explorers have been honing their skills at map-reading.
For the Scouts this took the form of “map bingo”, with the bingo cards
bearing OS map symbols and the leader calling them out at random.
This was followed by work on grid references, with one patrol being
particularly adept at identifying the locations. Having done this sort of
thing in previous years the Explorers have had a “blind hike” — being
dropped-off in an unknown location and having to find their way.
Some have also been practising for the Southern-50, a challenging
30km hike in the Chiltern Hills (older age groups do 50km, or even 50
miles — hence the name). The February snow in the Forest was
beautiful, but provided its own challenge.

March fundraising events
e Jumble sale, Saturday 9 March, 2pm at the HQ. Items for sale can be brought to the HQ
in the morning (no large furniture please).
e Waitrose Community Matters: Throught the month, if you shop in Waitrose, Romsey,
please put the token you are given at the till into our box. This will ensure we get a good
proportion of the £1000 charity donation that is on offer this month.

Randell McKay
Group Scout Leader




